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For nearly two decades, the CIORA program has 
played a vital role in advancing practice-relevant 
rheumatology research across Canada—supporting 

over 120 projects that improve care, access, and outcomes. 
Today, CIORA is entering an exciting new chapter.
Guided by a comprehensive revitalization process, 

CIORA is evolving to better reflect the realities of today’s 
research and funding landscape where impact, speed, 
transparency, and collaboration matter more than ever. 

The renewed CIORA program introduces a more 
flexible and responsive structure, including a four-track 
funding model. New Catalyst Grants will support small, 
rapid, practical projects that deliver immediate, real-
world tools and outputs, while Ignite Awards will fund 
larger, implementation-focused research designed to in-
fluence practice and policy.  The Named Challenge Funds 
will target themed, multi-partner funding opportunities 
in priority areas such as access to care, equity, and real-
world evidence. These initiatives will bring together pu-
blic, private, and charitable partners while maintaining 
CIORA’s commitment to independent, peer-reviewed de-
cision-making. 

In addition, CIORA has created a Community Re-
search Fund for community-based rheumatologists to 
lead research enhancing patient care.

Across all streams, there is a renewed emphasis on vi-
sible outcomes, open-access deliverables, and meaning-
ful knowledge translation, thus ensuring that research 
funded through CIORA can be quickly applied in clinical 
settings and benefit patients sooner. 

This revitalization is about more than program de-
sign. It is about strengthening CIORA’s role as a trusted, 
national platform that connects researchers, clinicians, 
and partners around a shared goal: improving the lives of 
people living with rheumatic diseases.

We invite you to explore the refreshed CIORA pro-
gram and consider how you can be part of this next phase 
whether as a researcher, partner, or supporter.

Learn more: 
Visit the CRAF website to learn more or 
connect directly with Virginia Hopkins 
to start the conversation at vhopkins@
rheum.ca.

Students and trainees took centre stage at this year’s 
Canadian Rheumatology Association Annual Scien-
tific Meeting (ASM) in Halifax, bringing new re-

search, fresh perspectives, and clinical insights. Their 
participation highlights the essential role that emerging 
clinicians and researchers play in advancing patient care 
and innovation across the field. 

Through the Canadian Rheumatology Association 
Foundation (CRAF) bursary program, 36 qualifying stu-
dents were able to attend the ASM, with registration fees 
waived thanks to the generous support of MitogenDx. By 
connecting trainees with clinicians and researchers from 
across the country, the meeting creates opportunities for 
collaboration and knowledge sharing that will support 
improvements in patient care.

The CRAF proudly supported this year’s ASM and 
highlighted the critical role of philanthropic investment in 
advancing rheumatology education, research, and train- 
ing across Canada. 

CRAF’s support for stu-
dent participation reflects the 
Foundation’s broader mission 
to advance rheumatology in 
Canada through education, 
training, and research.

With continued support from donors, sponsors, and 
community partners, the ASM remains an important space 
for connection, collaboration, and the exchange of ideas 
that help advance rheumatology care across Canada.

Would you like to support the CRAF’s mission to ad-
vance rheumatology education, training, and research in 
Canada? Learn more and donate today at crafoundation.ca




