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Update from the Abstract Selection Committee
By Vinod Chandran, MBBS, MD, DM, PhD

The CRA abstract selection committee, stupendously 
aided by Virginia Hopkins, is in the thick of reviewing 
and selecting abstracts for posters and oral presenta-

tions. We have more than 250 abstracts submitted this year 
on topics ranging from basic to clinical and translational 
medicine, as well as education, quality improvement and 
health services research, submitted by students, residents, 
graduate trainees, academic and community rheumatolo-
gists and allied health professionals. 

Our revitalized panel of reviewers have the satisfying and 
enviable task of scoring the abstracts, each abstract being 
scored by three reviewers. Their commitment to highlighting 
the best of rheumatology in Canada is deeply appreciated.

There will be two interactive poster sessions where attend-
ees will be able to discuss posters with the presenters and be 
judged. There will also be two podium sessions, during which 
the top-ranked abstracts will be presented and judged. This 
year eleven awards are up for grabs, including:
•	 Best Abstract on Quality Care Initiatives in Rheumatology
•	 Best Abstract on Research by Young Faculty
•	 Best Abstract on Pediatric Research by Young Faculty
•	 Best Abstract on Basic Science Research by a Trainee

•	 Best Abstract on Clinical or Epidemiology Research by a 
Trainee – Phil Rosen Award

•	 Best Abstract on SLE Research by a Trainee – Ian 
Watson Award

•	 Best Abstract by a Medical Student
•	 Best Abstract by a Rheumatology Resident
•	 Best Abstract by an Undergraduate Student
•	 Best Abstract by a Post-Graduate Research Trainee
•	 Best Abstract by a Rheumatology Post-Graduate 

Research Trainee

We look forward to seeing you all in Montreal!
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Hello to all you out there in CRA Land!
The CRA Communications Committee has an excit-
ing year ahead for 2019! Our mandate is to facili-

tate optimal and fluid communications between the CRA 
and its members, amongst members, and between the CRA 
and various stakeholders, including industry, allied health 
professionals, patients and families, and the general public.

Exciting news for this coming year is that we have a new 
dedicated Marketing and Communications Co-ordinator, 
Kevin Baijnauth!  Kevin will work closely with our commit-
tee to help us more effectively co-ordinate and deliver the 
communications plan for the CRA!

In line with the 2019 CRA Board’s priorities for our com-
mittee, some of our goals for 2019 include:
1.	 Improve the CRA’s Social Media Presence (i.e. through 

Twitter, Facebook, and other social media platforms).
2.	 Develop CRA-endorsed podcasts with content of 

interest to our members.

3.	 Complete our CRA History project!
4.	 Identify CRA members from each region of Canada 

(West, Central, East) to respond to media requests (and 
offer training).

5.	 Support Effective Communication/Collaboration 
Amongst Community Rheumatologists!

6.	 Continue the Who's In The Rheum? Column and 
establish Accounting and Board of Directors Columns 
in the CRA Newsletter!

We are a small but vibrant and engaged committee and 
invite others to join the fun!
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