
Iwould have loved to have had the chance to begin my pres-
idency at the Association des médecins rhumatologues du 
Québec (AMRQ) under a clear, blue sky, but the storm that 

is Quebec Health Minister Dr. Gaetan Barrette rages on in 
Quebec. Bombarded with successive Bills 10, 20, 92 and, most 
recently, 130, the Quebec medical network is struggling to stay 
afl oat. Adopted two years ago, Bill 20 required general practi-
tioners to use a different provincial consultation request form 
for each speciality. The establishment of this new impractical 
structure was obviously a disaster. Despite physicians' exempla-
ry participation, and with one year of delay, we are still in the 
early stages of implementation. In fact, nearly two thirds of the 
specialties still have not even begun to use this so-called pri-
oritized access. Far from being slowed down by this fi asco, the 
minister continued in his great wisdom and implemented Bill 
130. This bill gives absolute power to the bureaucracy, which, 
as early as within the next six months, will be able to impose 
completely excessive obligations on hospital specialists. Never 
has our professional integrity been so severely threatened as it 
is by this Bill, which forces us to prioritize political will over the 
quality of patient care. This has created a chaotic climate for 
Quebec rheumatologists. 

But after the rain comes the sun! So let's move on to 
happier things this holiday season. I would like to start by 
warmly thanking Dr. Frédéric Morin, our outgoing presi-
dent, for his unconditional support and sound advice. We 
are coming off another year of highlights, including the 
awarding of the merit scholarship to Dr. Marie Hudson. 
Furthermore, the "Top 3 in Rheumatology" event, hosted 
by Drs. Anne St-Pierre and Angèle Turcotte, was a resound-
ing success and will become an annual event. We were vis-
ited by fellow French rheumatologists last year during our 
annual conference, which also marked the beginning of a 
new tradition, with nearly thirty Quebec rheumatologists 
"reluctantly" accepting an invitation to the French national 
rheumatology conference in April 2018 in Bordeaux.

Finally, despite these austere times, the new generation 
of rheumatologists is doing very well with record years for 
recruitment. Like my predecessors, I intend to guide these 
newcomers through the storm, and to help them practice 
with passion the wonderful profession that is rheumatology.
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DATES: Feb. 24th & 25th, 2018. 
Post CRA – 2nd Annual Injection Course  
LOCATION: Centre for Excellence for 
Simulation Education & Innovation 
Vancouver General Hospital, Canada

ULTRASOUND GUIDED PROCEDURES 
FOR MSK PHYSICIANS 

CADAVER HANDS–ON TRAINING

DESCRIPTION:
Focus on relevent sonoanatomy, participants will experience extensive 
demonstrations & hands-on supervised scanning of common MSK 
procedures in the shoulder, wrist, hand, hip, ankle and foot. Low student 
to tutor ratio ensures individual attention for advanced skills acquisition.

COURSE DIRECTORS:FACULTY: Outstanding International MSK Ultrasound Educators. 

LOCAL CO-ORDINATOR:
Dr. David Collins – Clinical Associate Professor , Rheumatology, UBC, Vancouver

REGISTRATION FEE: $1,450 CDN
Early registration recommended: www.crus-surc.ca/en/courses/
Registration fees include all course material, anatomic specimens, educational 
credits. Special hotel rates available at new J.W.Marriott parq & Douglas.
EDUCATION CREDITS: 
Eligible for Royal College MOC section 1 credits of 3 hrs and section 3 credits of 11 hrs. 
All credits are eligible for conversion to AMA PRA category 1 credits.
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DESCRIPTION:
Focus on relevent sonoanatomy, participants will experience extensive 
demonstrations & hands-on supervised scanning of common MSK
procedures in the shoulder, wrist, hand, hip, ankle and foot. Low student
to tutor ratio ensures individual attention for advanced skills acquisition.
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