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The Canadian Initiative for Outcomes in
Rheumatology cAre’s (CIORA) mission, as a unique
granting organization, is to improve the care of

Canadians living with rheumatic diseases. To that end,
CIORA awards grants to scientists whose research helps

advance our knowledge and understanding of rheumatic
diseases and might not otherwise be eligible for other
peer-reviewed funding. 
More specifically, CIORA’s grant program supports proj-

ects that are sustainable and help promote one of its three
core pillars: Awareness/Advocacy/Education, Early Access
for Rheumatic Disease Patients, and Multidisciplinary
Care Teams. Ten percent of each grant is withheld until
the final report is received, which allows CIORA to assess
how its grants are being used and to evaluate the success
of the program overall. CIORA is also acknowledged in
each presentation and publication, which also promotes
the success of its program.
CIORA’s grants review panel works in much the same

way as that of the Canadian Institute of Health Research
(CIHR). Individual reviewers, who are often past awardees,
score each grant, which is then followed by a panel discus-
sion to determine a final consensus score. Dr. Paul Fortin,
is the current chair, and we are indebted to him for his
leadership.
CIORA held its 9th grant competition in March and

received 29 grant applications this year, which is a record
number. 
Congratulations to the 2016 grant recipients! CIORA

funded three one-year grants and five two-year grants for
a total of just over $650,000. This was a very competitive
cycle. The topics for CIORA grants are very broad with
many unique ideas. Special thanks to our sponsors.
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CIORA 2016 Grant Awards

Incorporating Patients' Preferences into Canadian Rheumatology
Association Treatment Recommendations for Rheumatoid Arthritis1

Principal Investigator: Dr. Glen Hazlewood
Award: $46,970

Needs and Barriers to Pregnancy Counselling in Women with
Rheumatoid Arthritis1

Principal Investigator: Dr. Évelyne Vinet
Award: $68,600

Hip Fracture in Patients with Rheumatoid Arthritis: Incidence,
Complications and Health Services Used. (HIRA Study)1

Principal Investigators: Dr. Diane Lacaille & Dr. Allyson Jones
Award: $54,872

Strategies to Enhance Influenza/Pneumococcal Vaccination Coverage
Among Rheumatoid Arthritis Patients1

Principal Investigators: Dr. Inès Colmegna & Dr. Kim Lavoie
Award: $119,000

Understanding the Barriers to Self-Management Support for
Underserved Populations Living with Arthritis and Co-morbidities and
Developing Patient-derived Tools for Healthcare Policy and Practice1

Principal Investigators: Dr. Susan Mills and Dr. Diane Lacaille
Award: $116,858

Quality of Referrals to Pediatric Rheumatology in Northern Alberta
and its Effects on Access to Care1

Principal Investigator: Dr. Mercedes Chan
Award: $12,769

Measuring Geographic Variation in Access to Care for Rheumatoid
Arthritis Patients and Related Outcomes: A Patient-centred Approach2

Principal Investigators: Dr. Claire Barber & Dr. Deborah Marshall
Award: $117,846

Assessing the Provision, Patterns, and Costs of Waiting for
Rheumatology Care: A Step Towards Optimizing the Care of
Rheumatic Diseases2

Principal Investigators: Dr. Jessica Widdifield, Dr. Sasha Bernatsky
& Dr. Bindee Kuriya
Award: $120,000

Pillars: 1. Awareness/Advocacy/Education; 2. Early Access for Rheumatic Disease Patients; 3. MultiDisciplinary

Care Teams.




